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Andy Drozdziak
Evergreen Universe columnist Fr. Vlad
Felzmann is “chuffed” after succeeding
in his bid to resurrect a dying church
organ at St Mary’s University in readi-
ness for the university’s 175th an-
niversary in 2025.

Fr. Vlad originally shared his mission
to raise funds for a church organ in
the university chapel during an
episode of popular faith-based BBC
programme Songs of Praise, entitled
Faith and Fitness, broadcast in 2022.

The programme included scenes
of 83-year-old Fr. Vlad walking over
10 miles around the Sir Mo Farah Ath-
letics Track at St Mary’s University, a
feat he accomplished 83 times.

“In early 2021, as Visiting Professor
at St Mary’s university, Twickenham,
I discovered that their organ chapel
had died and needed replacing for
their upcoming 175-year anniversary,”
Fr. Vlad told the Universe.

“Given my age and length of priest-
hood, I decided I would walk 52 laps
of their Sir Mo Farah track, just under
half a marathon, 83 times, my age in
years.”

After raising around £70,000, Fr.
Vlad was praised by Sir Mo Farah him-
self, who commended him for his
“amazing” and “incredible” work. “You
set yourself a big challenge. So many
laps around my track and for a good
cause. Look after yourself,” Sir Mo
told the priest.

St. Mary’s were also firmly backing
Fr. Vlad’s plans. “In the lead up to our
175th anniversary in 2025, St Mary’s

is aiming to boost the role of music
in the life and mission of the university.
The chapel organ is vital to our am-
bitions,” the University said.

Although Fr. Vlad was still short of
the £500,000 which the replacement
is expected to cost, SMU vice chan-
cellor Anthony McClaran recently gave
him a pleasant surprise.

“As SMU has discovered that the
organ does not need to be replaced,
merely repaired, the university has
decided to go ahead with the repairs,
bridging the gap between my money
raised and its final cost,” Fr. Vlad said.

“As I invited the SMU vice chancel-
lor, Anthony McClaran, to accompany
me on five laps, he was able to see
that the track needed resurfacing.

“So, in 2023, I am chuffed to have
been instrumental in SMU having
now a brilliantly resurfaced running
track but also, soon, an organ to en-
hance its liturgies and enable the
chapel to host recitals.”

The campaign has also been sup-
ported by James O’Donnell, Organist
and Master of the Choristers, West-
minster Abbey. “To design, build and
install a new organ is an important
cultural statement and a hugely sig-
nificant investment in the future – for
music, for worship, and for the for-
mation and development of tomor-
row’s musicians,” Mr O’Donnell said.

“I am delighted that St Mary’s is
committing to this vision and to an
exciting renewal of its musical and
liturgical life.  I wish the appeal every
success.”

Fr Vlad’s walking
fundraiser hits all
the right notes for
St Mary’s organ

To donate to the fund,
please click here:
https://www.justgiving.
com/campaign/
SMUChapelOrgan 
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university chapel

Fr Vlad finishes his
challenge, supported
by Sir Mo Farah More than 1,400 Christian ministers

have written to Rishi Sunak to warn
him over government ‘conversion ther-
apy’ proposals.

The letter, organised by the Greater
Love Declaration, says Church officials
and parents risk being criminalised
by the plans.

The Church leaders state: ‘It has
become increasingly clear that further
legislation on so-called ‘conversion
therapy’ is not only unnecessary –
since abusive ‘therapies’ have long
been illegal – but it is also likely to
criminalise innocent parents, teachers,
and Church leaders. 

‘Indeed, this seems to be the goal

of at least some of those most eager
for a new law.’

‘We firmly believe that Christian
teaching on marriage, the family and
human identity is of vast benefit to
all people. 

‘Despite the unfair portrayal of our
position by some activists, it offers
profound compassion and love to all.

‘Yet it is this standard Christian
teaching which is at grave risk of being
outlawed by the proposed legislation.

‘ When Liz Truss, as former Minister
for Women and Equalities, published
the consultation document on this
matter in 2021, we pointed out that
the proposals it contained would do

exactly that.’
The letter continues: ‘Despite as-

surances on the freedom to express
the teachings of any religion, as well
as every day religious practice, we re-
main unconvinced that the Govern-
ment will be able to avoid exactly this
in the passage of this legislation. We
urge that this confused proposal be
dropped.’

In a statement, the UK Government
Equalities Office said that there are
"clearly issues" with the proposals
that "are not fully resolved”. 

It stressed that pre-legislative scruti-
ny would look at any unintended con-
sequences related to faith issues.

Church ministers hit out at conversion plans


